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Heading south may have differing connotations depending where you sit on the globe, or elsewhere, but for the musicians who have got together in the UK under this banner it brings them multi-cultural influences, mostly to the south and most notably (though not exclusively) those of Cuba and ‘las tierras latinas’, together of course with that other borderless influence,  Jazz.  
Heads South is a new line-up of jazz orientated musicians.  They are John Harriman on piano & keyboards,  Steve Waterman on trumpet,   Buster Birch drums,  Chino Martell Morgan percussion, and Tim Robertson bass.  The music they play is fresh.  It uses a lot of Latin rhythms, and Jazz and ‘Western’  melodies and harmonies.  The core repertoire comprises originals composed for the band and arrangements of selected tunes.  It is music that can potentially overcome genre mindsets and reach out to to a diverse body of listeners,  spreading the good word of the power of instrumental music,  melody and rhythm.  
The originals are composed by pianist John Harriman. They include El Cardenal, an up-tempo stride with an imperious tone,  Carion, a pushing medium tempo tune with a cha cha cha feel, and Juntito, a lilting expression of togetherness.  Excerpts of the band’s music are available to listen to on their website www.headssouth.com which also has two full tracks to download for free and a video. 
The musicians in Heads South are busy people with diverse musical activities and significant accomplishments to their name elsewhere….
Pianist John Harriman has worn a number of different hats in something of an odyssey that includes having been a celebrated singer as a boy,  touring Europe with the Royal Opera, sharing a swimming pool with legendary cellist Msitislav Rostopovich, and having blood on his piano keys from a brawl in a bar in downtown Hollywood!   John’s musical training started at Westminster Cathedral Choir where he rose to become Head Chorister. . His first encounters with jazz came in his teens, being fascinated by seeing Oscar Peterson play on the BBC TV 625 lines programme.  He started playing jazz gigs while at university and in clubs in the UK and abroad.   John has multi-culturalism in his blood, with Irish, French and English grandparents,   he lived in California for many years and later in New York, and frequently spends time in his Spanish wife’s Castilian homeland.  John has had a demanding ‘day job’ but in recent years has returned to performing and composing with a vengeance.  
Steve Waterman is renowned as one of the top British jazz trumpet players both at home and on the international scene. He began his career while studying at the Trinity College Of Music, and since then has worked regularly throughout the UK and Europe.  Steve has a remarkable recording career spanning 20 years and has worked with a great variety of jazz and cabaret artists worldwide.   He is professor of Jazz Trumpet at The Royal Academy Of Music and Trinity College of Music in London.  Steve has conducted numerous Trumpet master classes and workshops throughout the UK and also in Cuba,  Spain and elsewhere.  
Playing professionally since his teens, drummer Buster Birch is highly experienced in many fields of music. He has a degree in music from the University of London and a post-graduate diploma in performance from the Guildhall School of Music where he was able to meet and play with Branford Marsalis, Randy Brecker, Billy Cobham and Dave Liebman. Whilst living in New York, he also studied at the Drummers Collective in Manhattan and privately with Jim Chapin and Joe Morello.   Buster has considerable experience in playing jazz and he has gigged with many of the UK's finest jazz musicians. He has done some orchestral playing, and in musical theatre he has played for countless shows in various pits in the UK and abroad.  Buster plays in two successful world music groups giving him the opportunity to use his extensive percussion skills  His recording credits include many jazz albums as well as pop (Lilly Allen) and film score sessions
Chino Martell Morgan grew up in Cardenas in Matanzas province in Cuba. He started playing percussion in his late twins, influenced by hearing the old men play percussion in the local bars.  He briefly attended music school and played with renowned Cuban drummer Miguel Zulueta and in a number of latin jazz bands. Chino now resides in the UK where he is highly in demand in salsa and latin jazz and has played at many leading venues including Ronnie Scotts and the Jazz Café. 

As one of New Zealand’s leading bassists, Tim Robertson has performed with a variety of world class musicians and forged a diverse career in music. . Starting at the age of 8 Tim studied classically on clarinet for 6 years before picking up the saxophone and eventually, at the age of 15, discovering the bass guitar. Tim took a Diploma of Music at the Wellingtton Conservatory of Music where he subsequently taught while performing with many NZ and international artists including US jazz trombonist John Fedchock and Indian violin virtuoso Subramanium.  He located to the UK after studying under a scholarship at the Royal Conservatorium in Den Haag in the Netherlands. Tim is an in demand player on both electric and acoustic basses,  having performed internationally at arts festivals,  musical theatre tours and on high profile recordings   
For more information: 

www.headssouth.com 
Email: mail@headssouth.com
Tel: 0044 (0) 7711 138780







